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or anatomical features as such, but with the source of the
differences between observed instances of behaviour or anatomical
characters.

The differences between the modes of feeding their young
exhibited by birds and mammals is a difference of instinctive
behaviour, in spite of the fact that the details of the actions of
both may be, and almost certainly are, influenced by their past
experiences. Differences in the behaviour of two sparrows search-
ing for food for their young are no doubt due to differences in
their previous experience of finding food, but the difference
between the modes of feeding their young displayed by sparrows
and rats is referable to different constitutions of the animals as
they have developed by the process of embryonic and post-
embryonic development. This again is traceable to differences
in the constitution of the zygotes from which the sparrows and the
rats developed.

With this use of the terms, the basis of all behaviour i's
instinctive; learnt behaviour is instinctive behaviour relevantly
modified by past experience. Reflex action is here interpreted as
instinctive behaviour of agents of a lower order than the Central
Agent. It follows therefore that much of what is ordinarily spoken
of as physiological processes is instinctive behaviour of lower-order
agents. There is at present little or no reliable evidence that these
agents can modify their behaviour relevantly to past experience,
though, of course, the behaviour will run different courses in
different environments. As is plain from the earlier discussions,
instinctive behaviour, whether modified by experience or not, is
regarded as purposive. The affective tone of achievement of the
end is satisfaction.

Although it must be assumed that the goal to which purposive
behaviour is directed is in some way represented in the present
(since a future, non-existent, situation cannot be the cause of a
present event running a particular course), yet we find it difficult
to imagine the subjective quality of that representation in the case
of a complex instinctive action performed for the first time. We
find it difficult because the goals to which our own purposeful
actions are directed are imaged in forms overwhelmingly dependent
upon memory of past experiences, and there can be no images
with this origin in the case of the first performance of an instinctive
action. Among the features which differentiate the human mind
from that of the! lower animals is the extremely generalized nature